
What do the educational 
experts tell us about 
grading and reporting? 
 
According to Thomas 
Gusky and Robert 
Marzano, “The primary 
goal of grading and 
reporting is 
communication. Grading 
and reporting are integral 
parts of the instructional 
process. When done well, 
they provide vital 
information to students, 
parents, and other 
interested persons that 
can be used to enhance 
both teaching and 
learning. Grading and 
reporting certify attainment 
of learning goals, identify 
where additional work is 
needed and provide a 
basis for improvement 
efforts.” 
 
Standards based grading 
and reporting set target 
goals for students to 
achieve. According to 
another educational 
expert, Rick Stiggins, 
“Students can hit any 
target that holds still for 
them.” 
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 Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the Fontana Joint #8 
School District is to be a child-
centered, community oriented, respect-
ful and safe collaborative environment.  
To accomplish this, we will ensure 
maximum achievement for each stu-
dent, enhance learning with develop-
mentally appropriate instruction, and 
develop responsible problem solving 
strategies as we adapt to a diverse and 
ever changing society. 
 

 Vision Statement 
 
We believe the best strategy for 
achieving this mission is to function as 
a professional learning community.  
We envision a school in which: 
 
We provide a learning environment 
built for the success of all students. 
We continually monitor each student’s 
progress and adjust our instruction re-
spectively 
We strive to meet the needs of all our 
students. 
We model a seamless curriculum 
based on the BFASA recommenda-
tions. 
We place our teachers in classrooms 
and clinics to enhance their knowledge 
and find the best teaching strategies 
that fit with our students. 
We provide learning opportunities that 
address diverse levels of learners. 
We create a safe and comfortable at-
mosphere for students and staff. 



meets grade level expectations  
2- Basic understanding and/or partially 
meets grade level expectations 
1- Minimal understanding and/or does not 
meet grade level expectations  
 
Why are we changing our reporting sys-
tem at this time? 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Public In-
struction is mandating a new data collec-
tion system that will facilitate the standardi-
zation of student coursework information 
across the state, provide data necessary to 
answer important questions at the local 
and state levels, and enable Wisconsin to 
meet federal requirements. Along with this 
requirement, we changed to the student 
gradebook that aligns with our student in-
formation system for ease of data transfer.  

 
What are the Standards? 
Standards are statements about what stu-
dents should know and be able to do within 
each content area, at each grade level, 
adopted from the Wisconsin State Stan-
dards. They include content, performance 
and proficiency standards. 
 
 
• Content standards refer to what stu-

dents should be able to know and do. 
• Performance standards tell how  

students will show that they are meet-
ing a standard 

• Proficiency standards indicate how well 
students must perform. 

 
For more detailed information about  
Wisconsin Academic Standards: 
 
http://dpi.wi.gov/ 

 

FREQUENTLY  

ASKED QUESTIONS 
What is the purpose of the new re-
porting system? 
 
The purpose of the Standards-Based 
report card is to provide more detailed 
feedback to parents regarding the 
progress their children are making 
towards specific learning standards at 
their grade level. The new report card 
will allow parents and students to un-
derstand more clearly what is ex-
pected of students and how to help 
them be successful in their educa-
tional program. 
 
How do the Standards-Based re-
port cards compare to the letter 
grade systems? 
 
The Standards-Based report card 
measures how well an individual stu-
dent is doing in relation to the grade 
level standards, not the work of other 
students. This will give parents a bet-
ter understanding of their child’s 
strengths and weaknesses and en-
courage all students to do their best. 
 

How will the ratings of 4-1 be de-

termined? 

Students’ ability to meet the learning 
standards will be determined by both 
their oral and written work. For each 
standard, rubrics (which outline spe-
cific characteristics of performance) 
will be used to help teachers identify 
the child’s proficiency level of under-
standing. 

 

4- Advanced understanding and/or 
exceeds grade level expectations 
3- Proficient understanding and/or 

 
Fontana Jt 8 School district believes that 
assessment is an integral part of measuring 
student learning based on district content 
and performance standards. At all grade 
levels of instruction, assessment and re-
teaching are used to meet individualized 
student learning needs utilizing formative 
and summative measures. Performance 
standards for students should be equitable 
and clear.  
 
“Each student is afforded an equal  
opportunity to learn.” 
 
Key Components: 
1.Formative assessments (homework, 
classroom observations, lab and group 
work, rough drafts, work samples., etc.) are 
used to measure student progress. Forma-
tive assessments are used to provide feed-
back and low-stake practice for students. 
 
 
2. Summative assessments (oral & written 
tests, projects, presentations, etc.) are also 
used to measure student progress. Summa-
tive assessments provide measurable evi-
dence of learning. 
 
3. Extra credit work is not a substitute for 
required work and is not calculated as part 
of the student’s grade. 

 

4. Re-assessments, if utilized, are a Privi-
lege, not a right. 
 
5. Effort and life skills evaluations will be 
measured separately from the  
academic achievement grade. 
 
 
 
 


